
Richmond Cycling Campaign 

 

Minutes on meeting held on 8 October 2012 

 

Present 

John Head (Chair), Paul Luton, Tim Lennon, Katherine Henry, Gareth Roberts, Christopher 

Hedley, Alex Dorling,  Paul Luton, Jon Gurney, Sue Abel, + 1 other 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2012 were formally agreed to be a 

correct record and there were no matters arising. 

 

The meeting was entirely devoted to Richmond Council’s Twickenham Area Action Plan. This 

was appropriate in view of the importance of the subject and the number of people who 

attended because of their concerns over this matter. 

 

Abbreviations 

TAAP=Twickenham Area Action Plan 

CLG= Cycling Liaison Group 

LCC= London Cycling Campaign   

 

The Chair welcomed new attendees and spoke of the RCC involvement in the TAAP 

RCC submitted a detailed commentary on TAAP about 2 years ago and we have met council 

offers to discuss the TAAP. Our involvement in the Cycling Liaison Group has indicated that 

the current administration in not prepared to provide facilities for cyclists which would in 

any way impede the passage of motor vehicles. Their emphasis is almost entirely on off-road  

and recreational cycling. In the proposals for Twickenham there are a number of minor 

improvements for cyclists e.g. advance stoplines at traffic signals, but in order to achieve 

two traffic lanes and uninterrupted flows for cars and lorries, virtually all facilities which are 

currently protecting cyclists – cycle lanes and bus lanes – are to  be removed. The 20mph 

limit is welcome, but in the absence of cycle lanes most cyclists will have no option except 

to share the inner lane with relatively fast motor vehicles including heavy lorries  which 

would be constantly overtaking.  

 

This policy of prioritizing motor vehicles (“smoothing the flow”) is outdated and ineffective. 

We need to work for an alternative solution for Twickenham. Twickenham would be an ideal 

town centre for a suburban Go Dutch scheme. 

 

Our principal objectives at present are to make people aware of what is occurring and to 

demonstrate to the council that there is large opposition to their plans. 

 

Discussion 

The following discussion involved nearly everyone at the meeting. The following notes 

summarise the points which were made. 

 

• We should call for fully segregated cycle lanes throughout the town centre. 

• Is there room for cycle lanes? 



• We should concentrate on TfL and the media. There is no point in trying to influence 

Richmond council. 

• A “Twickenham Go Dutch” scheme is what’s needed. 

• In order to obtain credibility, we need to show that our alternative solution would work. 

• Ask London Cycling Campaign to help with Go Dutch. 

• An option is to create cycle routes outside the central roads e.g. Station Road and the 

Riverside so that cyclists can bypass the town centre. 

• Twickenham has many attributes and is an ideal place to create a really attractive town 

centre. It shouldn’t be dominated by traffic. 

• The £6.6 million being spent on the scheme is from TfL, not from Richmond council. If 

Richmond were to fund the scheme, it would have far greater powers in decision making. 

• We should also oppose the removal of bus lanes and the relocation of bus stops out of 

King Street. 

• We want fully segregated lanes for cyclists throughout. 

This proposal generated discussion regarding whether our proposals should be reviewed 

for their practicability. It was advised that the present administration does not listen to 

what we are saying, e.g. at the Cycling Liaison Group, and it is appropriate at this stage to 

describe policy objectives to obtain public attention rather than attempting to discuss 

details. 

 

Actions 

1. Anybody can attend the cabinet meeting on Thursday 18 October – there is a public 

gallery - and anybody can address the meeting for a few minutes provided that they 

register before 2pm one working day before the meeting. Up to 6 speakers are allowed.  

ACTION:  Alex and John will register. 

2. Pack out the public gallery with cyclists (dressed to look like cyclists! e.g. yellow jackets, 

lycra etc). 

ACTION: John to publicise 

3. Get material into the Richmond and Twickenham Times. 

ACTION: Alastair  

ACTION: Paul Luton (letter for Friday 12 October) 

ACTION: Katherine Henry (letter for Friday 19 October) 

4. Send a story to the (national) Times newspaper.  

ACTION: Alastair to try. 

5. Organise a mass cycle ride through Twickenham with flyers/leaflets for passers by. This 

will coincide with and will be associated with the annual Road Peace event in November. 

Alex will advise John of the date end other details. 

ACTION: Alex, John 


