
Response to GLA Consultation

I am responding as an individual although active member of CTC, LCC  and a qualified Skyride 
leader. 

What is the impact of recent cycle safety infrastructure improvements on the number of  
cyclists and cyclists’ safety? 
I haven’t come across any significant improvements.

What are the main safety concerns of cyclists in London? 
Traffic passing too closely , failing to give way , left hooks at junctions, difficulty of right turns, 
Sheer intimidation by fast heavy vehicles.

How are cyclist groups engaged in decision-making to improve cycle safety? 
Trying to engage with local councils with varying success. Many councils are prisoners of the 
car lobby.  Cyclist groups should be statutory consultees for highway changes. 

What lessons have been learnt from the introduction of the first 4 Cycle Superhighways, and  
how will these lessons be applied to those still to be built? 

What SHOULD have been learnt is the importance of good standards. 
Continuity. It is totally unacceptable to allow parking in a CSH. 
Width – Highway code specifies leaving a cyclist as much room as a car for overtaking. A lane 
of less than 2m is counterproductive unless traffic is always slow moving. 
Junctions – need to be designed to avoid conflict. 

What we have seen so far of planning for future CSH suggests that concern for traffic flow will 
prevent substantial improvement. 

What action is TfL taking to improve junctions following the junction review process? 
Probably as much as it can subject to “smooth traffic flow” priority. This will usually prevent 
substantial improvement. 

What lessons can be learned from national and international best practice? 
For roads where cycling is to be promoted :
Reduce traffic volume. Allow access but not through traffic. 
Reduce traffic speed to 20mph. 
Where those are not appropriate then separate cycle track with priority at minor junctions and 
separate phase at traffic lights. ( and NOT 2 stage dog's leg crossings).  

What priority is given to cycling in TfL’s spending decisions? 
That is for TfL. Actually spending is less significant than prioritising safety over traffic flow.

What are the potential impacts of under-investment in cycle safety? 
Cycling will continue to be a minority pursuit. This will be a loss for public health and the 
environment. 

How does the cycle safety agenda fit with the Mayor’s agenda to smooth traffic flow? 
Flat contradiction. 
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