
Richmond Cycling Campaign 

 

Minutes on meeting held on Monday 11 June 2012 

 

Present 

Sue Abel (Chair), Anthony Paish, Paul Luton, John Head 

 

1. The minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2012 were agreed to be a correct record. 

 

2. There were no matters arising. 

 

3. Cycling Liaison Group (CLG) – Cycle to Work Day 

JH reported that an email has been received from LBRUT inviting recipients to join a 

working group to organise a Bike to Work day in the borough. 

Tim Lennon, an RCC member, who is a regular attendee at the CLG on behalf of Cycling 

Embassy of Great Britain, has replied that he will not participate unless the Council 

shows more commitment by providing a budget. 

There was discussion regarding whether RCC should participate in encouraging people 

to cycle when we regard parts of the road network as unsafe for many cyclists. It was 

recognised, however, that in view of the substantial health benefits of cycling, we 

should, in principle, support the Bike to Work Day. It was noted that there would benefit 

to our campaign if more people cycle. 

It was agreed that JH will reply, tentatively agreeing to participate until the detailed 

arrangements for the organising committee are known. We will not participate unless 

we have confidence that the organisation is viable. 

Action: JH to reply to LBRUT 

 

4. Twickenham Area Action Plan 

JH reported he and Paul Luton had met Chris Smith, LBRUT Transport Planning Manager, 

on 4 June who provided a verbal summary of the Council’s present proposals. This was 

part of an 8 week consultation process with local organisations. The final draft of the 

TAAP is scheduled to be published early in 2013 at which point changes will still be 

possible. 

Note: the proposals were reported verbally to the meeting. When we receive 

confirmation that our meeting notes are agreed by LBRUT the notes will be made 

available to RCC members via the website. 

Action: JH 

 

5. Hammersmith Bridge - issues 

Anthony Paish reported that he and John Head met John Griffiths of Hammersmith 

Cycling Campaign at the bridge on 29 May.  

The main problem is that the single lanes on the bridge in both directions are too narrow 

for safe overtaking of cycles by cars although this frequently occurs because the majority 

of cyclists cannot match the speed of the motorised traffic. Also, the verges are 

frequently littered with shards of glass, flints etc.  

Hammersmith CC is calling for Hammersmith Council, which is responsible for the 

bridge, to introduce a 20 mph limit and to ban overtaking.  



There are also issues on the Hammersmith side regarding access for cycles to and from 

the bridge and these will become more acute when the new Cycle Super Highway is 

opened. 

 

The approach to the bridge on the Richmond side is largely the responsibility of LBRUT 

apart from the Toucan crossing which was installed by and remains the responsibility of 

Hammersmith and Fulham Council. For cyclists, the road and footway markings are 

neglected and confusing, the arrangements for the bus barrier are unsatisfactory and 

there are no markings to indicate that the signalised crossing is a Toucan, nor that the 

west side footway is supposed to be a shared use path with pedestrians. 

 

6. Hammersmith Bridge – Protest Ride 2 June 

Arising from an accident on the bridge involving members of Hammersmith CC, a ‘slow ride’ 

demonstration attended by about 50 cyclists including some from Richmond CC took place 

on Saturday 2 June. 

 

7. Cyclists Liaison Group – issues 

The following issues were identified for discussion at the CLG: 

a) Will the Council publish the proposals for a cycle route across Barnes Common? 

b) Will the Council review the ‘No Cycling‘ signs, and the associated signs giving 

misleadingly selective quotations from the relevant bye-law, which have been installed 

without apparent legal authority on some footpaths in Barnes?  

c) Will the Council publish a summary of the comments on cycling which were received 

during the borough consultation last year? 

d) Is there a borough cycling strategy and, if so, will it be published? 

e) What is the cycling budget and programme for the current year and will these be 

published? 

Action: JH to write to the CLG 

 

8. Rides 

Paul Luton said that the next ride will be about 10 miles round trip to Bedfont Lakes next 

Saturday 16 June meeting at Strawberry Hill Station at 10am. 

The ride on 7 July will be to Norbury Park. 

Royal Parks Bikefest Sunday 24 June 

RCC will have a stall at this event. 

 

9. Royal Parks Bikefest Sunday 24 June starting at 11am  

This will take place in Richmond Park close to Roehampton Gate.  

Look out for the RCC stall! 

 

10. Other business 

The annual  meet up during Bike Week,  is on Wednesday 20th June at the Roebuck from 20:00 

onwards. This is a good opportunity to meet active members of other local groups. 

 

11. Next Meeting 

If the CLG is scheduled for 9 July, our next meeting will be moved to Monday 16 July.  

 


